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President Kennedy can be grateful that reporters shave his . |
volcgsional 18886™In the Iolk}ore‘lot politics. 1t provhlcdt hthe‘
nly comic relicf yesterday evening in a p nference other-
ise taken up with sticky, unsatisfactory SQEJEQC} ?Eli“"“‘"‘""*ﬂ!

The President began manfully with a carefully prepared,
Jheavily defensive statement approving the sale of American
vheat to Russia. He must have had some angry Republican
itors and politiclans in mind when he drafted those remarks. s S .
lc invoked many passwords of the free enterprise system. No BT % Y
. fewer than three times he referred to “private grain dealers™
s if thelr making a profit sanctified a deal that would huave
ccn unclean {f the government had done it. - :

He spoke of .the Russlans striking a bargain with private
American merchants, of the wheat being carried in Amerlcan CPYRGHT
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hips, and of a Jarge sum of gold and dollars flowing In to ease
our balance of ‘payments. One would never have dreamed of the
nguished conferences in a half-dozen government agencle§ .
iuring the past two weeks to hear this encomium to private’
-~ |initiative, It was almost inadvertently that Mr. Kennedy acknowl
Lol edped et o whveat market L o sy ocomnad«d and suh
7.+ |sidized that, in fact, the wheat going to the Russians is govern-:
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: ~-mentowned and the grain dealers are only intermediaries. . +[f)ia) FechIVET "the v thiat ival ag '”.h'd m', cora-
‘ 1 he gy deslegs ore oy Intemme g o AUt B bty tharp evals
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. From n certain bleak empirieal standpoint, this sale of wheat
Jte the Russians can be defended.'And probably the President-is
! x‘izivgt in hlshuﬂspoken '_r;llﬁqnale thn; 1nhthe over-all context of .the :

cold war, these few million tons of wheat are marginal and not { , - on- the - Rirtgage

Jworth excessive emotion dn'the part of anyone. . SR g utt.e"t’:,:.’; ,&n Sg‘:e g‘;‘;rgﬁ"d

' Nevertheless, from: the moral ‘standpoint the President was. fo an earlier statement by ‘

;[on uncasy ground as he well “knew. After al, if jt'is our poley ff - . <7 v e

Jnot to strengthen the Russlans by trading  {reely with them~

Jthen there is no reason 'to make an exception of wheat.’ The «

-+ |fact that wheat is in surplus is irrelevant, since steel and machine

. |tools are also in surplus.in-this:country. The fact that other®

|countries sell wheat to the Russlans does not morally Justify;:

.- Jour doing so. Other people. and: other countries do all soris |

<. Jof things such as practice racial discrimination, but that does!

“Inot justily our doing so, We are the leaders and bulwarks af the .

;c;usf' ?tf Ircedonlnlm the wor_lt’i‘. vr;;)t Canada, not Argentina. .JA' ;

- qunort, I our position toward the Ruaslans Is based on prineiplé, R gave no: ; “that

;- Jthen $250,000,000 in gold, dollars, or old rubles cught not to make & ° hlnt . t‘o 20“,'_; 'th“q'.?oncyf
- |any difference. S oo :
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s statement_ deploriy £. the mllitary coups is
_President's description, -a policy.’ Rather, .t

remise ‘upon. which a policy -of.. positive . action could be

jtructed. Nor Is breaking off diplomatic 'relatlons with the
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jieps are taken in the :igterim, ‘non.recogh
ollowed, sooner or later, by recognition,;
nswer only meant that’ Martin's ‘staten
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Now,.what about those price Increases fr the stéel ind:s

% ¥ L i ¢ President played for time, tossing off & self-congratuia

Mr, Kennedy dug himself out of whest only to totter jnto!

the mud ol South Vietnam. What are those Cenyrpl, Intelligence
|fellows up xo%ﬂ%"ﬂ'ﬂsﬁ"} *Yust why is CIA chief John Richardson:

|pelng recalled from Saigon? Once again, the President stolidly:
threw back his shoulders and put. Jbraye face on everything.
: | Reports of CIA divisivencss an mﬁ\»éﬁﬂ} r.in South Vietnam,
" {were, he told™Us,"Hot"sImply” exaggerated but y: oMy uniney i
... He could not anly.assure us that the CIA suppoits & unificd |

nsw::r-—-th!s 1s something “we're watching with concern ™
Can you wonder ‘that It was & wondirful rellef fc-
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Aside about how we have avoided &n lnﬂaﬂonary spiral snd il
at sort -of thing, and then delivered a perdect Elsenhower.t

cnnedy and for the reporters, too, since they are not sxdists,
0 make witticlsms about Barry Goldwater and gosslp about
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